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TAGS: SHUM AR PINS 

SUBJECT: (J) A DISAPPEARANCE EXPLAINED 

ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC 


1. (U) THE ARGENTINE ARMY’S FIRST CORPS ANNOUNCED ON 

OCTOBER 10 THAT VICTOR RUBEN PORTER* WHOSE DISAPPEARANCE 
WAS REPORTED LAST WEEK (BUENOS AIRES 9069) IS UNDER 
DETENTION AND CHARGED WITH BEING A MEMBER OF THE 
MONTONcROS. THE ARMY ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THAT RUBEN 
PORTER WAS INCRIMINATED BY DOCUMENTS BELONGING TO A 
TERRORIST KNOWN ONLY AS "CARMEN" WHO KILLED HERSELF IN LATE 
OCTOBER RATHER THAN BE CAPTURED CC ARMEN ' S' SUI C I DE WAS 
ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME BY THE MILITARY). ACCORDING TO 
THE ARMY STATEMENT* RUBEN PORTER WAS INVOLVED IN 
"COMMUNICATIONS" FOR THE MONTONEROS. HE WILL BE HELD 
AND TRIED BY A MILITARY COURT. 

2. COMMENT: A HUMAN RIGHTS SOURCE WHO WAS DEEPLY 


ilfff 


INVOLVED IN THE EFFORT TO FIND RUBEN PORTER TOLD US 
THAT ARMY SECRETARY GENERAL BIGNONE. AGAIN REPEATED 
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YESTERDAY THAT THERE WOULD BE NO MORE DISAPPEARANCES, 
SUGGESTING THAT ACCUSED TERRORISTS WOULD WIND UP IN 
MILITARY COURTS. BIGNONE ADDED THAT THE OFFICIAL CUT 
OFF DATE FOR DISAPPEARANCES WAS SEPTEMBER 1 2 THE DAY 
ON WHICH THE CONTROVERSIAL LAW ON PRESUMPTIVE DEATHS 
WAS OFFICIALLY PUBLISHED. WHILE WE KNOW OF ONE 
UNEXPLAINED DISAPPEARANCE SINCE SEPTEMBER 12, THE ARMY 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THEY HAVE PORTER IN JAIL IS DISTINCT 
FROM GENERAL PAST PRACTICE AND HOPEFULLY WILL BE A 
PRECEDENT. 

3. V THE ARMY DID NOT, WE NOTE, ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT 
RUBEN PORTER'S EMPLOYMENT IN THE HERALD PRINTING PLANT. 
RATHER, THE ANNOUNCEMENT STATED PORTER WAS USING THE 
JOB AS "COVER", IMPLYING THAT THE HERALD WAS INNOCENTLY 
VICTIMIZED. 

A. 9 WE HAVE NO WAY OF EVALUATING THE CHARGE THAT 
RUBEN PORTER IS A MONTONERO. RECENTLY, THOUGH, THE 
GOA'S RECORD ON SUCH CHARGES HAS BEEN REASONABLY 
ACCURATE. HIS FAMILY STATED TO US THAT HE WAS NOT 
INVOLVED IN POLITICS AS FAR AS THEY KNEW. ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THEY ALSO SAY THAT MANY OF HIS FRIENDS 
IN ARGENTINA WERE POLITICALLY ACTIVE AND THAT WAS ONE 
REASON THEY SENT HIM TO MEXICO TO STUDY IN 1976. HE 


RETURNED TO ARGENTINA FROM MEXICO AT THE BEGINNING OF 



